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As the writer of Ecclesiastes noted,

there is nothing new under the sun

(Ecclesiastes 1:9). Generations come

and go. Revival movements come and

go. Hunger for more of God comes and

unfortunately wanes. Some people pre­
fer the routine over the unexpected.

Others desperately want to see some­

thing unusual, something that has

never happened before.

REVIVAL EXTREMES

In times of revival God often reminds

the Church of neglected truths. When

this happens, it is easy for extremes to

develop. Some will reject the revival of a
doctrine, while others in their zeal will

go beyond the teaching of Scripture.

Both extremes are harmful and bring

reproach on the cause of Christ.

Revivals from Azusa Street (early

20th century) until now have witnessed

unusual and unexpected human

responses to God's presence. Maria

Woodworth-Etter, whose evangelistic

ministry began in the 1880s and con­

tinued past the founding of the

Assemblies of God in 1914, reported of

her early ministry, "Men and women

fell and lay like dead.',l She had never

seen anything like it and didn't know

what to do when they fell.She concluded

that it was God's power at work. Yet the

physical response never became a hall­

mark of her ministry to be organized,

planned, and deliberately repeated.

When it happened, she acknowledged it

as a work of the Spirit.
In some cases, the current revival is

experiencing manifestations that seem
to follow certain individuals or min­

istries and come to be expected as

proofs of God's special presence. Such

expectation, when human repetition
mingles with supernatural visitations,
robs God's children of the manifold

variety and freshness of God's genuine

work that unmistakably confirms

His presence.

MEDIA IMPACT ON REVIVAL

Revival today is both the beneficiary
and victim of modem communication

media and technology. Whereas revivals

in the first quarter of the 20th century

were described in time-delayed newslet­

ters or reported by observers who trav­

eled elsewhere with their eyewitness, .

accounts, today's revival-happenings are
broadcast live, or recorded and edited to

better publicize the event. To compete
in the visual world of television, the dra­

matic physical aspects are often publi­
cized on the screen while the inner work

of the Holy Spirit in saving souls and

changing lives is not as visible or spec­
tacular. Yet these are the real reasons for

God's power at work. High-profile

evangelists must never replace God's

priorities with human priorities.

Unfortunately, some Pentecostals
and charismatics have come to think of

revival in terms of the number of people

falling to the floor, shaking or laughing

uncontrollably, or demonstrating a vari­

ety of other human responses reported
in media favorable to the revival. The

presence of such physical reactions is

sometimes viewed as evidence of spiri­
tuality or of God's choice of blessing a

certain ministry with His presence. That

mayor may not be the case.

QUENCH NOT THE SPIRIT

The last thing any sincere Pentecostal

believer wants to do is to quench or

grieve the Holy Spirit. We know full well
that Paul meant what he said when he

wrote to the Thessalonians, "Quench

not the Spirit." But two verses later he

admonished, "Prove all things; hold fast

that which is good" (1 Thessalonians

5:19,21, KJV).SOwe do not take lightly

the twofold responsibility of letting the

Holy Spirit anoint and move as He

pleases while at the same time obeying

the command to judge and discern. If

prophecy supposedly prompted by

the Holy Spirit is to be judged

(1 Corinthians 14:29), then physical

responses purported to be the work of
the Holy Spirit can and should be

judged. But judgment in such matters

must always be with the mind and spirit
of Christ. We do not wish to disfellow­

ship sincere believers who unknowingly

slip into excesses-if they are teachable

and listen to the discerning judgment of

the body of Christ with which they

choose to identify.

In the years since its founding, the
Assemblies of God has seen the need to

make statements about revival "mani­

festations," according to its understand­

ing of Scripture. As these apply to cur­

rent revival reports, we affirm and give
biblical reasons for our concerns. Yet

above all, we reaffirm our desire not to

hinder any move of the Spirit. If it is of
God, we cannot and do not wish to stop

it. If it is of man, it will in time fail, but

we are advised by Scripture to discern

with the help of the Holy Spirit who
seeks to bless the church with lasting

spiritual growth. We therefore call for
careful discernment in the following

areas, which have demonstrated excesses
and abuses that do not follow biblical

teaching or example2
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DEVIANT TEACHINGS DISAPPROVED

God is certainly moving in the hearts

and lives of people desiring His presence
and praying to see His power changing

lives and reclaiming that which Satan

has stolen or destroyed. But along with

the genuine move of the Spirit often

come teachings and practices which, if
not discerned and corrected, will turn

the genuine move of God into shallow

and misguided emotional displays.

Within teachings that add to or depart

from biblical truth, there is usually a

kernel of truth that gets buried under
the chaff of human additions and

unusual interpretations of Scripture.

Though we dare not inadvertently

quench the Spirit's work in changing

lives and calling the church back to its

first love and passion, we must speak

out with words of caution when depar­

ture from Scripture threatens the ongo­

ing life and stability of local churches.
We find cause for concern in the

following areas.

1. The overemphasis on identifying,

bestowing, or imparting spiritual gifts

by the laying on of hands and naming,

supposedly by prophecy, specific gifts.
The spiritual gifts are gifts of the Spirit,

distributed as He "gives them to

each one, just as he determines"

(1 Corinthians 12:11). When the Spirit

empowers the gift He bestows, there is

no need for anyone to assume the

Spirit's role. As the Holy Spirit inspires

the operation of the gifts, the identifica­
tion and confirmation will be obvious

to all without assistance from humans

who would share some of the glory. The

greatest tragedy of such a practice is a

misguided human prediction, appear­

ing to be a prophetic utterance, that

leads a believer to expect abilities and an

enduement he may never have. Paul

says that gifts were bestowed through

the laying on of hands (1 Timothy 4:14;

2 Timothy 1:6), but the biblical record

neither names a specific gift Timothy

received nor implies that Paul or elders

had imparted the gift. The Holy Spirit

bestows the gifts, not the minister who

prays the prayer for empowerment.

Caution in naming specific gifts

is advised until the Spirit confirms

such a prophecy by the supernatural

manifestation of the promised gift.

2. The problematic teaching that

present-day offices of apostles and

prophets should govern church min­

istry at all levels. It is very tempting for

persons with an independent spirit and

an exaggerated estimate of their impor­

tance in the kingdom of God to declare

organization and administrative struc­

ture to be of human origin. Reading in

the Bible that there were apostles and

prophets who exerted great leadership

influence, and wrongly interpreting

1 Corinthians 12:283 and Ephesians,
2:20 and 4:11, they proceed to declare

themselves or persons aligned with their

views as prophets -and apostles.

Structure set up to avoid a previous
structure can soon become dictatorial,

presumptuous, and carnal while claim­

ing to be more biblical than the old one

outside the new order or organization.

Proponents of apostles/prophets leader­

ship stop too soon in their reading of

the Ephesians 4 passage, overlooking

the high calling of every office and min­

ister of the Church: "It was he who gave

some to be apostles, some to be

prophets, some to be evangelists, and

some to be pastors and teachers, to pre­

pare God's people for works of service, so

that the body of Christ may be built up

until we all reach unity in the faith and in
the knowledge of the Son of God and

become mature, attaining to the whole

measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we
will no longer be infants, tossed back and

forth by the waves, and blown here and

there by every wind of teaching and by the

cunning and craftiness of men in their

deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the

truth in love, we will in all things grow

up into him who is the Head, that is,

Christ" (Ephesians 4:11,12, italics added).4

In Ephesians 2:20, Paul is talking
about the historical fact of Jews and

Gentiles having come together to form

the Church. The aorist participle in verse

20 is best translated "having been built

upon the foundation of the apostles and

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as

the chief cornerstone"-a past occur­

rence. The reference to apostles and

prophets in Ephesians 3:5 speaks of their

role in recording the inspired Scriptures

as a past occurrence. The leadership of

the local church, according to the

Pastoral Epistles, is in the hands of

elders/presbyters and deacons. These are

the last of Paul's epistles. There is no

indication in these last writings of con­
tinuing offices of apostles and prophets,

though the ministry functions still
continue.

Prophets in the New Testament are

never described as holding an officially

recognized position as in the case of pas­

tors and evangelists. They spoke

prophetically to the body for edification

and admonition. When they prophe­

sied under the inspiration of the Spirit,

their ministry was noted. They could

indeed have been called prophets with­
out designating them as filling an office.

A self-proclaimed prophet who dropped

into a local church setting would cer­

tainly have been suspect until he was

better known. And to guard against such

abuses, Paul taught that all prophetic

utterances should be tested by the Body
(1 Corinthians 14:29). The humility that

Paul taught and modeled should be a

primary character trait of every spiritual
leader. We affirm that there are, and

ought to be, apostolic- and prophetic­

type ministries in the Church, without

individuals being identified as filling
such an office.
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