10 ACTION POINTS

1. Everyone in area have an attorney that you can use.  Probably at least have discussed or use the Home School at www.HSDLA.com (you must already be signed up with them and paid a fee up to $100 to use them)
2. Know your neighbors.  Go meet them if you have not.  Take them a welcome gift or food to greet them, etc.

3. If the Child Protective Service comes to your door – look healthy.  Put make up on, neat clothing (M-F) have food out and available, visible.  [attach has been children are under fed]

4. Camera – video available to record the conversation.  If possible have one installed at the door but otherwise available to turn on. [check state laws about recording conversations – this is ok in TN]

5. Go to doctor for physical for the children, documented physical is best defense.  Immunizations up to date.  Keep record of doctor visits for illness etc.  Have these records in order.

6. Schooling – if home schooling have records, grades etc.  If child is behind for 2 years they can demand a child be placed back into public school.  If public school, attend open houses and get to know the children teachers.  Be involved enough for the teachers to recognize you – guidance counselors and principals also.

7. House clean and uncluttered.  So clean up and keep maintained.

8. Know your rights as American Citizens.  4th amendment – no one can come into your home uninvited.  Ask them to show you a warrant to enter your home.  Ask who turned you in?  Do not listen to threats against you if you do not let them in.  THEY DO NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO ENTER WITHOUT A WARRANT.    5th amendment – you do not have to talk to anyone.  Be courteous but say you will have to speak to my attorney.  Keep the number at hand, programmed into cell phone, on refrigerator, at the door.  Do not let them talk to the children, and certainly not alone.  But children DO NOT have to talk to them.  Repeat that you are sorry for any inconvenience, but insist that they speak only to your attorney.  [They will try to intimidate you into talking – don’t do it!]  Teach your children to say “You will have to talk to my mother/father”.  As the weather warms up, they might approach them in the yard playing. If they violate these – they are breaking your civil rights. Document what was said and how they approached immediately so you have good notes.
9. Friday is a big day to come because they could have the children over the weekend.  Good day for a field trip.

10. Know the babysitting laws of the state.  Laws usually cover age and the length of time limits they can do this.  Suggest training by Red Cross.  Some hospital offer babysitting classes and other community service organizations.  Takes about 4 hours.

11. Make a video of your family happily interacting together and have available to use if necessary.  Good idea – eating occasion, playing, etc.

